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BUS SERVICES — BALDIVIS 
Grievance 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.18 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for 
Transport and it concerns the specific need to extend bus services to several new estates in the Baldivis electorate. 

As the minister well knows, the seat of Baldivis includes fast-growing new suburbs with growing needs. It is a great 
community and the McGowan government has already invested many millions of dollars to provide much-needed 
infrastructure to keep pace with community needs. This includes new primary schools and a new high school in 
just the past four years. It has also invested heavily in the new Baldivis District Sporting Complex, with the latest 
commitment of $10 million coming as part of our state recovery plan to boost the WA economy after COVID. The 
minister will also be aware of the $49 million of investment to widen the northbound lanes of the Kwinana Freeway 
which, I am glad to report, has successfully fixed congestion caused by the notorious Cockburn bottleneck. 
However, today I ask the minister to consider the need for extended bus services to better serve the people of the 
Baldivis electorate. We already have a very good and efficient public transport system in our community. We have 
train stations at Warnbro, Rockingham, Wellard and Kwinana, and numerous bus routes that serve our community 
well. These services will be enhanced further as new Metronet lines and stations are added to the network. The 
challenge we face, though, is the emergence and rapid growth of new estates beyond the current reach of our existing 
local bus services. I speak of the estates of Emerald Park and Providence in the suburb of Wellard, and Brightwood 
in Baldivis. 

New outer suburbs such as Baldivis and Wellard have as much right to bus services as any other part of Perth. 
Today, I am speaking directly on behalf of local families who have written to me or called me. I am fighting on 
behalf of these families, who I represent in this chamber. These families include a young Brightwood mum forced 
to go on a 22-minute walk along the edge of busy Baldivis Road to get to the nearest bus stop in Heritage Park. 
I have asked the City of Rockingham to build a footpath there, but the city says it is waiting for developers to finish 
the estates. Brightwood mum Codie Lea-Thompson pushed a pram with a four-month-old child and a two-year-old 
child to get to the bus stop. Her husband, a tradie, drives a ute, which is the family’s only car, but he needs it for work. 
Another Brightwood mum, who is nine months pregnant, walks the same route pushing a pram. Another Brightwood 
family, whose daughter will commence studying at the University of Notre Dame next year, needs to get to the 
train station. Another family, comprising three special needs children and elderly parents with disabilities, needs 
a bus service.  

People who do not have a car, or cannot afford a taxi or an Uber, have no choice but to walk. The shops at 
Stockland shopping centre are five kilometres away and the nearest doctor’s surgery is about three kilometres 
away. It is the same story in the estates of Emerald Park and Providence in Wellard. Residents in those estates want 
to be linked to the Village at Wellard, where there is a Woolies supermarket, shops and the Wellard train station. 
It is simply not reasonable to expect anyone to walk that far through bush or along the edge of busy roads. We 
need bus services to link all these new estates. 

In 2018, the Minister for Transport responded positively to my request. The community had a win when the minister 
approved the extension of bus route 568 northwards from Fifty Road as far as Kerosene Lane—the location of 
a new Spudshed and a small shopping centre. This was another estate that had grown beyond the reach of existing 
bus routes. It is now well served by the 568 bus route. I thank the minister for that. 

Today, I ask the minister to consider extending other local bus routes further south in Baldivis, to the estate at 
Brightwood, and further west in Wellard to link up to the Emerald Park and Providence estates. New extended 
bus routes to these areas will serve all the communities along the way. In Baldivis, the brand-new and emerging 
Paramount Private Estate on Baldivis Road will also benefit, even though only a handful of families have so far 
moved into new homes there. To confirm support for these new bus services, I have organised a petition to seek 
direct input from the local community. In less than two weeks, more than 650 residents have signed this petition. 
I know the minister will want to conduct her own community consultation, and I urge her to take that step. I am in 
no doubt that demand exists and that the extension of bus services is well and truly needed. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [10.23 am]: I thank the member for Baldivis for 
raising this grievance with me today. Like those areas represented by the member for Jandakot, the member for 
Southern River, myself and other members in this place, we represent fast-growing regions—suburbs that have 
basically grown overnight. People who come to live in these suburbs normally have families. They either have 
younger or older children; normally parents trying to access getting to work or children trying to access school or 
other places. They are high-demand and high-need areas in respect of bus services. Although there are some train 
stations in the electorate of Baldivis, bus services are also needed to link to them. The member for Baldivis has 
been working really hard on this issue and talking to a lot of people in his community. As outlined by the member’s 
grievance today, he has obviously circulated a petition. It sounds like a very successful petition, signed by over 
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600 residents, but he also has insight into these particular families and their needs. When considering kids trying 
to access school and parents trying to access workplaces, these areas need improved services. 

Again, I thank the member for raising this grievance. He has raised a couple of issues in the past. As the member noted, 
we were able to extend the bus route 568 service further into north Baldivis near the Spudshed and Kerosene Lane. 
I am glad we were able to do that. The member has continued to raise concerns about other areas that lack services. 
The member mentioned the extension of bus services to Brightwood estate and the need for greater public transport 
access for Wellard residents. A lot of people, including with young families, are moving into new suburbs. When 
doorknocking in those areas, I have realised that streets have been built overnight. Hundreds of homes are constantly 
being built and new families are moving into them. 

Wellard is not directly serviced by public transport, with the nearest bus route operating along Mortimer Road in 
Bertram or from Wellard train station. Parts of Baldivis remain unserved, including the south-eastern section along 
Baldivis Road to Sixty Eight Road. This includes Brightwood estate. I am pleased to announce today that the 
Public Transport Authority has plans to create new bus services as a result of the member’s strong advocacy. The 
new bus route 544 is intended to serve the suburb of Wellard and will operate from Wellard train station to Kwinana 
train station via Lambeth Circle, Leda Boulevard and Johnson Road. Additionally, to address the needs of the residents 
of Brightwood estate, the PTA proposes to extend bus route 567 from its current terminus on Furioso Green—it is 
an Italian name; I should have nailed it!—to travel south along Baldivis Road to Sixty Eight Road, providing a service 
to these residents in south-east Baldivis. Both bus routes are proposed to operate seven days a week; every 20 minutes 
during peak periods and every 60 minutes during off-peak periods and weekends. Transperth intends to introduce 
these services early next year to commence the 2021 school year. 

As the member rightly pointed out, the PTA will now commence community consultation on the proposed bus routes 
to make sure we capture as many people as possible. That community consultation will commence on Monday, 
16 November. It will run for about three weeks and will take place on the My Say Transport website. I thank the 
member for bringing this matter to my attention and the government’s attention. Working to deliver new bus services 
to newer suburbs is a big challenge as we try to ensure our public transport dollars meet as many needs as possible. 
The member’s strong advocacy and of course the needs of families in Baldivis and Wellard could not be ignored 
and as a result those new bus services will be introduced. 
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